
December 2022 

Tumbling air temperatures through the last few hours of November continued in to the start of Meteorological 

Winter with just 3.1°C by dawn on the 1st. A large blocking anticyclone over Russia was introducing cold, dry 

continental air across much of Northern Europe and the British Isles. This cold easterly flow travelling down 

the comparatively warm Channel lead to a narrow band of showers that briefly flirted with the islands, with a 

few light isolated showers locally around noon. Some brightness arrived that afternoon but generally it was a 

cool and cloudy start to December. 

This band of showers making down the Channel continued for the next few days, mostly running just to the 

north or south of us but occasionally rolling across the islands. Extensive cloud cover across much of the UK 

and Northern France saw just 18 minutes of sunshine recorded at Guernsey Airport from the 2nd to the 6th (inc) 

and with daytime air temperatures in single figures it felt very raw indeed. 

Gradually though, that Siberian High displaced to the north, then east as another building high over Greenland 

started to introduce a more northerly flow down across the UK. Already cool temperatures across the country 

started to fall further by the 5th as this Arctic Maritime flow set in, dropping steadily as this cold air mass 

spread southward. Locally we continued with our cool, cloudy and showery run of weather, with those 

showers becoming more frequent late evening on the 6
th

 and overnight in to the 7
th

. 

This feed of cold air from the north continued for the next few days with increasingly wintry showers 

spreading south across the British Isles but still remaining mostly clear but cool in the Channel. By the 10th we 

started to see a shallow low develop off Scandinavia tracking slowly down across the UK. More significant falls 

of snow began to be reported across the country together with dense, freezing fog in central and southern 

areas as temperatures struggled to get above freezing through the weekend of the 10th & 11th. Locally, light 

winds and clear skies overnight lead to an extensive ground frost by dawn on the 10th.  

With this low to the north of the islands, our winds fell in to the west with a resulting uplift in moisture levels 

allowing some sharp showers to develop in the Channel through the day. A brief thunderstorm early that 

afternoon was followed a little later with some sleet showers as our temperatures hovered around 3°C. The 

showers eased off overnight only to pep up again during the morning of the 11th, with hail noted at times that 

afternoon. Visibility within this airflow was particularly excellent.  

 

Heavy wintry showers fall from Cumulonimbus off the west coast early afternoon on the 10th. Thunder & 

lightning was also reported. Photo credit Wayne Branquet. 

With air temperatures falling to just 1.7°C by dawn on the 12
th

 this cold spell continued, although the showers 

eased away northward. Of more concern to us was a broad area of low pressure moving slowly up from Biscay 



through the 12
th

 and 13
th

. This feature extended a broad sheet of medium and high cloud which limited our 

sunshine and settled our winds in from the southeast. Rain arrived locally late evening on the 13th but due to 

the very cold air over the islands, some of this precipitation fell as snow or sleet overnight before clearing by 

dawn on the 14
th

. Jersey managed a more sustained spell of snow, being further south, but nothing was 

reported as sticking or causing any problems to local travel.  

Low pressure over Norway was also dragging very cold air down from the Arctic across the UK with snow and 

very cold temperatures recorded right the way across the country, but the Channel and parts of the southwest 

remained under the influence of this Biscay low which was by now slow moving to the south. Gradually 

though, this low to the south eased away with just a few residual showers across the islands as we remained in 

a cold east to northeast flow. The large area of cloud that had covered us for the last few days finally eased 

away southward too with clearing skies just around sunset on the 15th. A brief ridge started to push in from the 

west overnight in to the 16th with the day dawning fine with excellent visibility and air temperatures managing 

8°C in the light and variable winds. Overnight those same conditions lead to a rapid drop in ground 

temperatures with -3.1°C on the grass at the airport with an extensive ground frost. 

That high provided us with mostly clear conditions through the 17
th

 too, but a string of Atlantic depressions 

was already starting to make inroads from the west by day’s end, with cloud thickening and lowering 

overnight, together with strengthening southerly winds. Outbreaks of rain and drizzle together with mist and 

hill fog greeted the new day on the 18th with the rain becoming more persistent through the afternoon and 

evening. Temperatures picked up steadily through the day too, reaching 11°C by mid evening.  

This run of mild Atlantic air in association with low pressure out to the northwest continued for the next few 

days with fresh south to southwesterly winds, outbreaks of rain and drizzle with mist and hill fog at times. 

Sunshine was at a premium too with just 1.6 hours recorded from the 18th up to and including Christmas Day, 

and more rain fell in those 8 days (62.3mm) than the whole of our summer! 

Christmas Day itself was a mostly cloudy day with outbreaks of rain, but mild with temperatures around 10°C. 

Boxing Day saw a temporary ridge cover the Channel following a cold front clearance earlier that morning, 

leading to brighter conditions with just a few isolated showers through the day. That ridge held on until just 

after dusk on the 27th when further rain pushed in from the west as low pressure crossing Scotland draped a 

series of fronts across the UK. Increasing winds from just west of south started to gust up to 40mph as that 

rain became persistent through the night, clearing early afternoon on the 28th to blustery rain showers, some 

of which were mixed with hail. This lively airflow with frequent showers continued through until late afternoon 

on the 29
th

 when those showers became more isolated.  

More tropical air was on its way up from the southwest again by dawn on the 30
th

 however, as the winds 

backed in to the south still strong and gusting up to gale force at times. The rain arrived a few hours before 

dawn as a complex series of fronts rolled in from the Atlantic, but it turned more to drizzle with mist and hill 

fog patches for the afternoon. These fronts were reluctant to clear the Channel however, with overcast skies, 

more rain, drizzle and mist with fog patches overnight and in to the 31st. The last day of the year summed the 

month up quite handsomely; dull, wet and windy. 

With the month very firmly split in to two halves; cool, bright and quite dry up to the 17
th

, then dull, wet, mild 

and windy from the 18th, the figures showed this to be the coolest December for 12 years and the dullest since 

2018. It was also the coldest and dullest month of the year with both the lowest December daytime maximum 

temperature of 4.4°C and lowest night time minimum of +0.7°C on the 13
th

 the lowest for 12 years. That cold 

air for the first half of the month lead to 10 overnight ground frosts, the most for December for 12 years.  

With every month apart from December being warmer than average, and August being a record breaking 

warm month itself, 2022 ended up the warmest year on record with a mean annual temperature of 12.8°C, 



surpassing the previous warmest year 2014 by 0.4°C. It was also the driest for 4 years and the 10
th

 sunniest 

year on record and being the sunniest since 1990. Interestingly we reached that sunshine record on the 29th 

December, the very last day we saw any sunshine that month! We also noted 5 days where the air 

temperature reached or exceeded 30.0°C, the most in any year since records began. 



DECEMBER 2022

DAY DATE BAROMETER TEMPERATURE       deg C                WIND                  RAIN SUN

hPa AIR GRASS SOIL              DIR'N SPEED(knots) W E A T H E R

at 9a.m. MAX MIN MEAN MIN 30cm 100cm 9a.m. 9a.m. MEAN MAX mm hrs

Thu 1 1028.7 10.7 3.1 6.9 -0.8 9.4 12.2 050 02 6.3 14 TR 2.5 Fair w ith Isolated light show ers

Fri 2 1024.4 9.6 6.6 8.1 4.6 9.5 12.1 070 04 9.0 26 1.5 0.2 Cloudy w ith isolated light show ers

Sat 3 1018.0 8.1 5.7 6.9 4.6 9.2 11.9 070 14 12.6 28 0.9 NIL Cloudy w ith show ers am

Sun 4 1012.5 7.1 5.4 6.3 4.8 9.0 11.8 080 13 10.8 21 TR NIL Cloudy

Mon 5 1020.5 7.4 5.7 6.6 5.3 8.7 11.6 110 06 6.7 15 TR NIL Cloudy w ith sct light show ers pm

Tue 6 1022.4 7.9 4.6 6.3 2.4 8.8 11.5 100 07 6.8 15 4.4 0.1 Cldy w ith isol shw rs am bec sct pm & frq eve

Wed 7 1022.5 7.8 4.5 6.2 3.7 8.7 11.3 030 07 5.7 15 0.1 0.7 Occassional light show ers, some brighter spells pm

Thu 8 1012.4 6.6 2.9 4.8 -0.9 8.0 11.2 030 05 5.1 14 TR 3.6 Fair w ith excellent vis

Fri 9 1008.0 6.0 2.3 4.2 -1.8 7.8 11.2 030 07 5.7 17 TR 6.7 Fine w ith isol show er am

Sat 10 1012.0 7.6 2.0 4.8 -4.3 6.3 10.9 250 07 7.3 27 5.7 2.6 Fair, cldy pm w ith shw rs occn sleet. T/storm (1310-1327 & 1334-1346) 

Sun 11 1007.3 6.0 1.5 3.8 -0.6 6.3 10.6 190 08 7.2 20 1.8 0.5 Cldy occn fair pm w ith sct shw rs am bec isol pm. Ltng am & eve

Mon 12 1007.6 4.7 1.7 3.2 -1.1 5.9 10.3 090 06 7.6 17 NIL 0.7 Isol shw rs early am, bec main cldy 

Tue 13 1004.9 4.4 0.7 2.6 -0.5 5.7 10.1 100 11 10.2 19 3.3 0.1 Cloudy w ith rain and occn sleet arriving late eve

Wed 14 1001.5 5.5 1.9 3.7 1.2 5.9 9.8 080 13 11.4 25 1.5 NIL Cldy, brief spell of sleet & snow  early am. Patchy rain until mid pm

Thu 15 1008.4 5.7 3.8 4.8 2.7 6.2 9.7 040 11 10.5 25 TR NIL Cldy w ith isol shw r early pm bec f ine late pm

Fri 16 1017.5 8.0 3.2 5.6 -0.3 5.7 9.6 040 05 4.0 14 NIL 5.7 Fine occn fair w ith xlnt viz and occn dry air

Sat 17 1022.7 5.9 1.9 3.9 -3.1 5.1 9.4 130 09 10.8 23 1.7 5.8 Mainly f ine w ith high cloud, bec mainly cldy from early eve

Sun 18 1015.4 11.0 2.0 6.5 -0.2 5.1 9.2 160 18 19.0 34 24.1 NIL Overcast w ith rain, drz, mist & hill fog

Mon 19 1009.1 13.6 10.8 12.2 9.0 7.4 8.9 170 21 17.3 31 2.2 0.2 Cldy w ith rain, drz & mist

Tue 20 1009.7 12.9 7.3 10.1 5.5 8.6 9.0 260 06 8.7 30 2.0 0.9 Cldy w ith early rain & drz. Isol shw rs late pm & eve

Wed 21 1008.6 12.0 9.2 10.6 1.9 8.6 9.1 180 11 11.0 30 11.5 0.1 Cldy w ith rain, drz, mist and fog patches

Thu 22 1007.5 12.8 9.9 11.4 9.0 9.2 9.4 230 18 13.5 35 15.4 NIL Rain & drz, heavy at times. Fog/mist for most of the day

Fri 23 1003.1 12.9 10.8 11.9 9.1 9.9 9.6 240 24 17.3 34 TR(dew) 0.2 Rain, drizzle and fog, clrng mid am but remaining cldy

Sat 24 1011.7 11.9 10.1 11.0 8.5 10.0 9.8 200 10 12.1 23 3.3 0.2 Cloudy, bec f ine early eve

Sun 25 1008.1 11.0 9.4 10.2 7.9 9.8 10.0 160 09 11.0 25 3.8 NIL Cloudy w ith outbreaks of rain, clrng late eve

Mon 26 1019.4 11.0 6.8 8.9 4.5 9.9 10.1 310 09 11.9 28 0.8 3.8 Fair w ith sct shw rs

Tue 27 1025.1 10.8 7.5 9.2 4.3 8.9 10.2 220 14 16.8 36 4.1 4.6 Fine, became cloudy. Rain in evening

Wed 28 1007.9 12.0 10.0 11.0 8.1 9.3 10.2 200 20 20.9 40 4.4 0.2 Cldy. Rain & drz am cleared early pm to occn shw rs

Thu 29 1006.2 10.9 7.4 9.2 5.7 9.3 10.2 250 18 19.2 46 12.9 3.3 Fair w ith frq shw rs occn w ith hail clrng eve

Fri 30 993.3 12.7 8.5 10.6 5.2 9.1 10.2 200 23 19.8 41 20.2 NIL Cldy. Prsnt rain am. Rain, drz, mist & fog patches pm & eve

Sat 31 1003.4 13.9 10.7 12.3 10.0 9.7 10.2 200 19 20.0 42 4.4 NIL Early fog then cldy w ith rain, drz & mist at times

MEAN 1012.3 9.3 5.7 7.5 3.4 8.1 10.4 S 11.5 11.5 TOTAL 130.0 42.7

30 YEAR AVG

1991-2020 1016.3 9.9 6.3 8.1 3.6 8.4 10.0 SW 13.3 13.6  ///// 119.3 58.3

EXTREMES NUMBER RAIN WET SNOW/ HAIL THNDER LGHTNG AIR GROUND FOG FOG GALE NO

ARE IN   OF DAYS 0.2mm 1.0mm SLEET FROST FROST 9a.m. SUN

BOLD TYPE WITH 21 19 3 1 1 3 0 10 6 1 0 10 TOTALS FOR YEAR TO DATE

RECORDS FROM JANUARY 1947 RAINFALL 729.8 mm SUNSHINE 2117.3 hrs

WETTEST DAY 42.9 DRIEST MONTH 27.5mm LOWEST MIN  -3.8°C WARMEST MNTH 11.6°C SUNNIEST MNTH 108.9hrs RAIN DAYS 164 SUNLESS DAYS 34

DAY/YEAR 4th/2010 YEAR 2016 DAY/YEAR 24th/1963 YEAR 2015 YEAR 2001 WET DAYS 120

WETTEST MNTH 249.6mm HIGHEST MAX 15.6°C LOWEST GRASS  -8.9°C COLDEST MNTH 4.4°C DULLEST MNTH 26.6hrs

YEAR 1999 DAY/YEAR 6th/1953 YEAR 2010 YEAR 196629th/1964,27th/1995

 


