
January 2023 

Low pressure blanketed much of Northern Europe as we started the New Year, with a series of fronts pushing 

up the Channel from the southwest. Rain arrived soon after dawn on the 1st becoming persistent through the 

day with drizzle and mist at times before clearing around mid evening. The clearance of this low eastward 

initially lead to a rash of showers locally through the 2nd ahead of a brief ridge later that afternoon which gave 

us a few hours of sunshine. The next system was already waiting in the wings however, with a warm front 

arrival late morning on the 3
rd

. Again, the rain became persistent through the afternoon with drizzle, mist and 

hill fog patches by evening. The winds freshened too, from the southwest, with a solid F5 gusting to 35mph at 

times. 

Mild Tropical air was being brought up over the islands with a low over Scotland as air temperatures across the 

Bailiwick reached 12°C. This broad area of mild but unsettled weather continued in to the 4
th

 with further rain, 

drizzle, mist and fog patches, clearing only briefly late morning before returning that afternoon. This mobile 

run continued for the next couple of days with a mix of rain, drizzle and mist with the odd drier spell thrown in. 

A more noticeable change arrived early afternoon on the 7
th

 with deep low pressure off the northwest coast of 

Ireland steering a series of fronts across the UK but with some cooler air being dragged down from the north 

following these fronts. Lively rain showers, often with hail, and single figure temperatures replaced the mild, 

dank spell of the previous week, still those fresh to strong southwesterly winds but with a tad more brightness 

between those showers. 

Gradually that extensive area of low pressure eased away north and started to fill, leaving us in a brisk showery 

airflow and more seasonable air temperatures. The showers eased off through the afternoon of the 9th as a flat 

ridge briefly covered the UK ahead of the next warm front that arrived on our shores in the small hours of the 

10th. Rain and drizzle affected the islands that morning with the corresponding cold front clearing through that 

evening with further rain, followed by a scattering of showers on the 11th. Those showers pepped up during 

that evening borne along on a strong southwest wind that gusted to 50mph at times. 

Further rain and drizzle arrived late morning on the 12th as the next series of fronts swept in, again clearing to 

showers that evening. The showers continued through the 13th but thickening cloud that evening heralded the 

imminent arrival of the next system which brought further rain overnight through to the early afternoon of the 

14th. Scattered showers that afternoon and evening became livelier overnight with hail and lightning recorded 

at times. Strong to gale force westerly winds through most of this last week also led to disruption of ferry 

sailings to and from the islands and UK. Blustery rain & hail showers continued through the 15
th

 as well but 

became more isolated later that afternoon.  

Of real interest though was a rapidly deepening little low pressure system developing just out to the west, 

which arrived later on the 15th. Rain arrived around mid evening, became heavy for a time before clearing to 

showers in the small hours of the 16th. Our winds veered sharply to the northwest as that low barrelled up the 

Channel just to the north of the islands with a maximum gust recorded at Guernsey Airport of 54.8 knots 

(63mph) at 0358hrs and 70 knots (81mph) at Alderney Airport at 0425hrs. Locally a number of trees were 

brought down by these winds primarily due to the unusual direction, just west of north (339°). As this low 

continued off to the northeast so we started to see much colder air being pulled down across western parts of 

the UK and northern France. By day’s end on the 16th the mercury was showing just 3.8°C at the airport.  

Further fronts within the general circulation brought more rain late on the 16
th

 which became persistent and 

heavy overnight and with air temperatures barely making 3°C we saw some sleet mixed in for a time later that 

morning. This mixture of rain & snow eased off by mid afternoon but it remained cold. The 24 hour rainfall 

total ending 2100hrs on the 17th was 31.3mm leading to quite extensive flooding across parts of the island.  



High pressure now building out in mid-Atlantic and extensive low pressure covering most of Europe combined 

to pull cooler air down across the UK resulting in much brighter, drier conditions across the Bailiwick albeit 

with a scattering of mostly light rain or hail showers. Winds were much reduced too and visibility within this 

airflow was generally very good. A low out to the west of us on the 19
th

 slid by just to the south of the islands 

providing a cloudier day with more widely scattered showers but once cleared we returned to those cool, 

calm, dry and clear conditions for the next few days. 

 

Spectacular sky with Cirrus cloud just before sunrise on the 22
nd

. Overnight ground temperatures fell to -5.8°C. Photo credit Laura Johns 

Overnight clear skies and light winds led to a series of ground frosts, the lowest being the early hours of the 

23rd where -6.0°C was noted at the airport, that’s the lowest such reading since 3rd February 2019.  

Gradually that Atlantic high slipped east over the UK to be replaced by the more traditional low pressure 

scenario with associated frontal systems nudging in to western parts of Wales and Scotland. An extensive area 

of low Stratocumulus cloud covered much of the UK ahead of this system with dull but calm conditions locally 

through the 24th. The fronts arrived in the Channel late on the 25th with patchy rain, drizzle, mist and hill fog 

much of that evening, clearing overnight.  

High pressure built quickly following the clearance of these fronts, extending up from the southwest to cover 

much of the UK, but with a lot of cloud trapped under this high sunshine totals were small although that cloud 

cover did manage to stave off any potential overnight ground frosts. These settled conditions continued on 

until late on the 29
th

 when a weak front dropped south in to the Channel with outbreaks of rain and drizzle as 

that high retreated southward. Conditions improved by mid morning on the 30
th

 as a brief ridge again built in 

from the southwest but a weakening Atlantic system out to the west brought thickening cloud through the 

afternoon and in to the 31
st

 with patchy rain and drizzle to close out the month. 

January was very much a month of two halves with over 95% of the total rain falling by the 17
th

 and the daily 

mean temperature for that same period was 9.1°C compared to just 6.0°C for the remainder of the month. 

Mild and damp Atlantic sourced weather gave way to cooler, drier more continental conditions through that 

third week with a 7 night run of consecutive ground frosts from the 17th. It was a milder than average month 

with more rain than we’d normally expect whilst sunshine was pretty much on a par with the long term 

average. Just one gale was recorded in the early hours of the 16
th

; leading to the highest gust of the month at 

55 knots (63mph). 



JANUARY 2023

DAY DATE BAROMETER TEMPERATURE       deg C                WIND                  RAIN SUN

hPa AIR GRASS SOIL              DIR'N SPEED(knots) W E A T H E R

at 9a.m. MAX MIN MEAN MIN 30cm 100cm 9a.m. 9a.m. MEAN MAX mm hrs

Sun 1 1011.6 12.2 8.3 10.3 7.8 10.1 10.2 200 13 11.2 33 8.5 NIL Cldy by daw n w ith rain & drizzle from noon, clrng mid eve

Mon 2 1018.1 10.8 7.3 9.1 4.9 9.6 10.4 290 04 9.1 22 0.1 4.4 Fair w ith occasional show ers am. Good vis pm

Tue 3 1022.8 12.0 9.1 10.6 6.3 9.3 10.4 200 17 17.6 32 13.7 NIL Cldy w ith rain from late am. Drz w ith mist & fog ptches pm & eve

Wed 4 1021.0 12.4 11.1 11.8 10.5 10.1 10.4 240 20 19.3 34 1.8 NIL Overcast w ith rain, drz, mist & fog, lif ting late eve

Thu 5 1024.1 12.3 10.9 11.6 9.6 10.4 10.4 230 12 14.9 27 1.0 0.5 Cldy w ith mist & fog clrng mid am. Occn rain & drz late eve

Fri 6 1017.7 11.8 9.6 10.7 8.6 10.5 10.5 190 09 12.9 29 9.2 NIL Cldy w ith rain, drizzle & fog

Sat 7 1000.9 12.9 7.6 10.3 10.0 10.6 10.6 180 21 20.4 41 2.5 3.4 Cldy w ith rain & drizzle am clrng to fair w ith sct rain/hail shw rs

Sun 8 996.4 10.4 6.7 8.6 5.7 9.7 10.7 200 19 20.1 41 5.0 2.7 Fair w ith frqnt shw rs, occn hvy & w ith hail. Lightning @ 1817z

Mon 9 1004.8 10.1 5.4 7.8 5.3 9.1 10.6 280 23 18.8 40 4.3 3.4 Fair w ith frqnt shw rs, occn hvy w ith hail, clrng mid pm

Tue 10 1013.1 12.6 7.5 10.1 5.2 9.0 10.6 210 13 17.5 32 3.0 NIL Cloudy w ith rain and drizzle. Mist and fog patches

Wed 11 1016.2 11.9 9.1 10.5 6.5 9.5 10.4 260 22 20.6 41 0.9 2.9 Cloudy w ith show ers, some bright spells mid morning

Thu 12 1011.4 11.6 8.5 10.1 9.2 9.9 10.4 230 26 23.2 43 5.1 NIL Cloudy w ith rain and drizzle late am, clrng by eve

Fri 13 1015.7 10.8 8.4 9.6 6.0 9.5 10.4 280 20 17.8 38 4.0 2.5 Mainly f ine/fair w ith occ light shw rs am

Sat 14 1002.6 11.9 6.7 9.3 6.2 9.6 10.4 210 17 18.4 37 6.5 NIL Cloudy. Rain, drz, mist & hill fog ptchs am, isol show ers pm

Sun 15 1006.6 8.7 3.9 6.3 2.0 9.5 10.4 270 17 20.2 43 16.5 0.7 Cldy. Shw rs w ith hail am, rain mid eve, bec hvy. Lightning @ 0620z

Mon 16 990.3 8.4 3.4 5.9 3.9 8.1 10.3 320 20 15.8 55 11.3 6.0 Cldy. Shw rs early bec fair then f ine. Cldy eve, rain. Gale 0345-0359z

Tue 17 983.2 4.8 2.0 3.4 -0.3 7.4 10.2 080 08 10.6 30 20.8 NIL Cldy w ith persis rain & sleet until mid pm. Clrng f ine late eve

Wed 18 1000.4 6.8 2.3 4.6 -0.6 6.7 10.1 330 10 12.0 33 0.1 3.2 Fair/f ine w ith isol shw rs occn w ith hail. Good viz

Thu 19 1007.9 6.9 4.2 5.6 -0.3 6.2 9.6 030 01 6.1 19 0.8 1.8 Cldy w ith isol shw rs am, fair/f ine pm. Good viz

Fri 20 1020.9 8.4 3.3 5.9 -0.7 6.3 9.5 300 06 5.1 19 0.1 6.0 Fair or f ine w ith sct shw rs am. Good viz

Sat 21 1030.6 6.8 1.4 4.1 -3.4 5.7 9.1 030 02 6.2 19 NIL 7.4 Fine w ith early hoar frost

Sun 22 1034.9 7.4 0.3 3.9 -5.8 5.0 9.0 160 02 3.6 14 NIL 1.9 Fine w ith early hoar frost bec cldy mid am. Fair/f ine eve

Mon 23 1036.1 7.2 0.9 4.1 -6.0 4.6 8.8 070 06 6.0 18 NIL 7.6 Fine w ith early hoar frost frost until mid am. Bec cldy pm & eve

Tue 24 1037.7 6.8 5.9 6.4 1.7 5.5 8.5 040 08 8.4 20 NIL 0.1 Cloudy

Wed 25 1036.6 9.0 4.3 6.7 3.6 5.9 8.4 360 07 6.5 26 3.8 0.9 Cloudy w ith drizzle & fog patches late pm & early eve

Thu 26 1030.1 9.1 5.9 7.5 4.1 6.6 8.4 030 16 12.8 29 TR 0.2 Cloudy, briefly fair. Isol shw rs pm & eve

Fri 27 1029.9 7.2 5.1 6.2 3.7 6.5 8.4 020 11 9.4 23 TR 0.2 Cloudy w ith isol show ers. Good vis

Sat 28 1032.9 6.4 4.1 5.3 0.5 6.2 8.4 030 06 5.5 15 NIL NIL Cloudy. Xlnt vis

Sun 29 1031.3 9.4 4.3 6.9 3.3 6.3 8.4 250 05 7.4 21 0.9 2.6 Briefly f ine mid am othw s cldy w ith isol shw r mid pm. Rain & hvy drz late eve

Mon 30 1028.2 9.9 6.9 8.4 4.2 6.8 8.4 340 07 7.3 19 NIL 2.4 Cloudy occn fair. Slight rain & drizzle mid am

Tue 31 1030.1 11.1 6.6 8.9 3.6 7.3 8.4 260 11 10.5 22 0.1 0.5 Cloudy occn fair, rain & drizzle w ith mist at times, mainly pm

MEAN 1017.6 9.6 5.8 7.7 3.7 8.0 9.7 W 12.2 12.7 TOTAL 120.0 61.3

1017.6 9.0 5.4 7.2 3.1 7.3 8.6 SW 13.2 13.4  ///// 92.0 62.6

EXTREMES NUMBER RAIN WET SNOW/ HAIL THNDER LGHTNG AIR GROUND FOG FOG GALE NO

ARE IN   OF DAYS 0.2mm 1.0mm SLEET FROST FROST 9a.m. SUN

BOLD TYPE WITH 19 16 1 6 0 2 0 7 7 1 1 9 TOTALS FOR YEAR TO DATE

RECORDS FROM JANUARY 1947 RAINFALL 120.0 mm SUNSHINE 61.3 hrs

WETTEST DAY 35.8mm DRIEST MONTH 15.4mm LOWEST MIN  -7.8°C WARMEST MNTH 9.0°C SUNNIEST MNTH 112.8hrs RAIN DAYS 19 SUNLESS DAYS 9

DAY/YEAR 11th/2001 YEAR 1992 DAY/YEAR 20th/1963 YEAR 2007 YEAR 1998 WET DAYS 16

WETTEST MNTH 210.0mm HIGHEST MAX 13.3°C LOWEST GRASS  -10.0°C COLDEST MONTH 1.5°C DULLEST MNTH 26.0hrs

YEAR 2001 DAY/YEAR 4th/'48,9th/'07 DAY/YEAR 29th/1947 YEAR 1963 YEAR 1966

30 YEAR AVG

1991-2020

 


