
March 2023 

The first month of meteorological Spring opened with an extensive area of high pressure centred between 

Iceland and Scotland with a cool and generally dry but mostly cloudy northeasterly flow covering the Channel. 

A large swathe of low Stratocumulus cloud covered much of southern Britain and the near continent with only 

a few glimpses of sunshine on offer for the first 4 days. By the 5th that high had lost its identity to be replaced 

by shallow low pressure across the country with a series of weak frontal systems moving south within the 

general flow. 

That low deepened by the 6th, moving south and east to be in the North Sea by noon allowing its associated 

cold front to drop south over the Midlands with cold Arctic air following on behind. Milder Atlantic air was 

meanwhile being pushed up from the southwest with the initial engagement area of these two air masses over 

the south coast of the UK and Channel. Air temperatures locally had struggled in single figures up to the 7
th

 but 

with this milder air spilling in from the Atlantic we started to enjoy the dizzy heights of double figures by dawn 

on the 8th, albeit it with fresher winds and the first real rain of the month with some 14.8mm falling in the 24 

hour period to 0900hrs on the 8
th

. 

That Atlantic air continued to make steady progress northwards with outbreaks of snow and sleet where the 

two air masses met. By dawn on the 9
th

 that North Sea low has filled and cleared to the east, but the next 

feature of interest was a new low deepening off the southern tip of Ireland. This system tracked eastward just 

to the north of the Bailiwick overnight in to the 10th with increasing winds from the west veering northwest by 

dawn with a maximum recorded gust of 47 knots (54 mph) at the airport at 0300hrs. 

Early rain gave way to showers through that morning with the winds easing down to a light Force 3 by noon as 

a brief ridge covered the Channel ahead of the next Atlantic front moving in to the Western Approaches. Mild 

tropical air with this system came up against the much cooler air locally with sleet falling in the early hours of 

the 11th. That overnight precipitation fell mostly as rain however before turning more to drizzle by noon, with 

mist and hill fog becoming widespread through the afternoon. Conditions improved that evening as those 

fronts cleared to the east and it was also interesting to note that air temperatures had risen from just 2.7°C 

earlier that morning to 10.7°C late afternoon following the introduction of that milder Atlantic air. 

This very mobile setup continued in to the 12th with the next frontal system bringing rain to our shores later 

that afternoon. That rain became heavy and persistent for a time with mist and fog plaguing the higher 

parishes before improving later that evening. We remained in a brisk southwesterly flow with some brighter 

spells at times during the 13th but showers perked up that afternoon, continuing overnight before becoming 

more isolated by late morning of the 14th. The low pressure system responsible had tracked east across 

northern parts of the country over the last 24 hours or so, to be centred over Scandinavia with a veer in our 

winds to the northwest and a resulting dip in air temperatures across the islands. Clearer skies prevailed as 

pressure built briefly across the area with plenty of sunshine for most of the day.  

By dawn on the 15th a series of weak fronts pushing up through the Irish Sea brought cloudier conditions to our 

shores and with our winds backing in to the south that cloud thickened and lowered enough to bring patchy 

light rain at times that afternoon and evening. Drier but still cloudy conditions prevailed overnight and through 

the bulk of the following day before further rain arrived late afternoon as a cold front rolled in to the western 

Channel. This front was reluctant to clear however, with rain, drizzle and fog patches that evening and 

overnight before finally clearing to the east mid morning on the 17
th

.  

Blue skies late morning and into the afternoon were short lived though as a rash of showers arrived late 

afternoon and evening as an occluded front made its way across the islands. The low pressure feature 

responsible slowed over the Irish Sea with bands of showers within the general circulation but surface winds 

were much lighter and air temperatures picked up in to double figures once more. 



The weekend of the 18
th

 & 19
th

 seemed to herald the arrival of Spring with light and variable winds, plenty of 

sunshine and temperatures peaking at 13.9°C on the Saturday but just falling away a tad on Sunday. Ridge 

conditions on Sunday held on until just before dawn on the 20th when we saw the start of the next series of 

low pressure systems extending fronts across the country with rain and drizzle affecting the Bailiwick initially 

that morning and again overnight in to the 21
st

. 

Early rain drizzle and fog cleared by dawn on the 21
st

 as a cold front moved east up the Channel with 

improving conditions through the morning. With low pressure still very much the dominant player over the UK 

it wasn’t long before the next front arrived on our shores though, as the next series of fronts arrived in the 

early hours of the 22
nd

. These fronts slowed their eastward progress, initially with outbreaks of rain which 

turned more to drizzle with mist and hill fog after daybreak. The drizzle eased by mid morning but that patchy 

fog lingered until just after lunch. 

With a lot of cloud within the general circulation sunshine totals were rather disappointing but temperatures 

remained on the mild side to late March. Further frontal systems arrived locally shortly after noon on the 23rd 

with more rain, occasionally heavy at first with drizzle, mist and fog patches through until mid evening. The 

clearance found us in a more unstable airflow with a rash of showers overnight before easing off by the 

morning of the 24th.  

The slow moving low pressure feature currently off the north coast of Ireland had deepened overnight 

resulting in our winds strengthening by dawn to a steady Force 6, coinciding with large spring tides leading to 

coastal flooding along the island’s west coast and the overtopping of the harbour marinas in Town. Yet more 

blustery showers barrelled in that afternoon on these strong winds but they became more isolated that 

evening and overnight as a flat ridge built briefly up from the south. 

 

Spectacular early morning drone shot of Vistas cafe at Vazon on the 23
rd

.  With a 10.1m tide, fresh to strong 

southsouthwesterly winds and low barometric pressure, waves were breaking along large stretches of the 

west coast. Photo credit: Ross Yeates at Skywave Photography. 

The 25th dawned reasonably bright and initially breezy with just the odd rogue shower with winds easing down 

through the day. It was a brief respite however, as a developing low in Biscay wound itself up and swept in 

over the Brest Peninsular that afternoon with rain, occasionally heavy arriving by early evening. The rain 

cleared in the small hours of the 26th but with a rash of rain showers around dawn.  

High pressure built quickly across the UK following the clearance of that low leading to a dry and settled spell 

through the 27th but again it was rather short lived, breaking down by dawn on the 28th as the next Atlantic 



system rolled in from the west. Patchy light rain through the day didn’t amount to much but a series of fronts 

arriving overnight brought rain, drizzle mist and hill fog to the islands, again generally clearing by dawn on the 

29th. Rain arrived around the afternoon commute later on before clearing to a few showers later that evening 

and overnight. 

As these fronts edged away to the northeast, the European weather charts were now starting to show a 

deepening low out to the west of Biscay with a forecast track across southern Britain overnight in to the 31
st

. 

Storm ‘Mathis’ arrived early that evening with rain and strengthening southerly winds. The wind touched gale 

force on nine occasions throughout the morning, with a peak gust of 53kt (61mph) just after at 0700hrs. By 

mid morning the persistent rain had cleared through, by which time 17.8mm had fallen in a twelve hour 

period. Conditions remained unpleasant through the remainder of the 31
st

 as winds were slow to ease, 

remaining a strong Force 6 until gradually reducing down to fresh Force 5 by late evening as ‘Mathis’ filled in 

and moved north east. 

Overall, March was wetter, duller, and slightly warmer than the average. Low pressure was never too far away 

and as a result the average monthly pressure was the lowest since 2018. The month had almost double the 

average rainfall, making it the wettest March since 2001 with a total of 117.4mm recorded. With warm moist 

Atlantic air commonplace, the month saw 14 days with fog observed, the highest number for 26 years. It’s 

unsurprising then that only 93.5 hours of sunshine were recorded, making it the dullest March for 10 years. 



MARCH 2023

DAY DATE BAROMETER TEMPERATURE       deg C                WIND                  RAIN SUN

hPa AIR GRASS SOIL              DIR'N SPEED(knots) W E A T H E R

at 9a.m. MAX MIN MEAN MIN 30cm 100cm 9a.m. 9a.m. MEAN MAX mm hrs

Wed 1 1029.2 6.9 2.3 4.6 -0.3 7.1 9.0 050 12 9.9 24 NIL 0.2 Mainly cloudy

Thu 2 1024.3 7.4 3.6 5.5 0.1 6.7 8.8 030 06 7.1 17 NIL 1.8 Mainly cloudy but becoming f ine by late evening

Fri 3 1027.3 7.2 4.7 6.0 -0.8 6.7 8.7 040 10 8.9 20 TR NIL Cloudy   

Sat 4 1030.1 6.4 5.0 5.7 3.9 6.9 8.7 070 07 6.2 15 NIL NIL Cloudy. Isol light show ers am

Sun 5 1022.3 5.4 3.9 4.7 3.9 6.8 8.6 010 04 4.9 14 NIL NIL Overcast

Mon 6 1011.3 8.7 3.6 6.2 -0.9 6.5 8.5 290 06 8.6 21 1.3 3.5 Mainly cloudy, isol light shw rs pm & eve

Tue 7 1001.0 8.7 4.9 6.8 3.4 7.1 8.5 230 17 10.6 27 14.8 0.5 Cldy w ith shw rs am. Rain pm bec prstnt & hvy late eve

Wed 8 989.1 10.9 5.8 8.4 5.5 7.7 8.5 230 15 17.5 33 4.8 NIL Cldy w ith fog early. Rain occn hvy clrng to shw rs frm mid pm

Thu 9 995.2 10.9 9.6 10.3 8.1 8.5 8.5 190 13 17.3 42 8.8 NIL Cldy w ith sct shw rs, occn heavy. Mist & fog ptchs early pm

Fri 10 1001.6 10.0 4.0 7.0 4.8 8.6 8.6 290 29 16.3 47 7.5 1.0 Cldy, rain & early fog ptchs clrng to shw rs @ daw n. Rain late pm

Sat 11 1007.7 10.7 2.7 6.7 1.8 8.1 8.7 140 15 14.0 25 0.2 NIL Cldy. Sleet early. Rain, drz & mist am, drz & fog pm clrng eve

Sun 12 1013.5 11.1 9.2 10.2 7.5 8.5 8.7 240 12 14.1 29 7.2 NIL Cldy & hzy w ith slt rain am. Prstnt rain mid pm, hvy w ith mist & fog

Mon 13 998.2 12.9 9.3 11.1 9.2 9.3 8.8 220 20 17.5 36 2.1 3.3 Cldy occn fair. Rain early am, shw rs mid pm. Drz & fog eve

Tue 14 1006.4 9.9 5.5 7.7 3.8 9.1 9.0 280 22 15.5 38 TR 9.9 Fair w ith sct shw rs early am bec isol w ith hail, f ine pm

Wed 15 1017.6 10.5 5.1 7.8 2.1 8.4 9.1 170 06 10.0 23 TR 3.1 Cldy occn fair am. Patchy light rain pm. Mist & fog by midnight

Thu 16 1007.5 12.2 8.4 10.3 6.9 9.1 9.1 150 14 10.8 21 3.0 1.6 Cldy. Rain from mid pm. Fog & drz late eve

Fri 17 1004.1 13.9 9.9 11.9 9.3 9.7 9.1 180 09 10.1 22 4.7 5.8 Cldy. Rain & fog clrng mid am. Fine bec cldy w ith shw rs late pm & eve

Sat 18 1005.3 13.9 7.1 10.5 3.9 10.1 9.3 200 06 6.4 17 NIL 10.2 Cldy w ith early rain & mist bec f ine by daw n. Occn fair eve

Sun 19 1019.0 10.5 6.8 8.7 4.6 10.2 9.5 310 09 9.0 19 0.3 8.5 Fine, bec cldy pm w ith light rain eve

Mon 20 1020.1 10.5 8.4 9.5 6.8 10.2 9.6 210 11 10.3 21 7.1 NIL Cldy w ith rain & drz from daw n to early pm

Tue 21 1012.8 12.4 8.8 10.6 7.3 10.2 9.8 230 15 14.0 25 3.0 7.2 Early rain, drz, mist & hill fog, clrng to fair/f ine. Cldy eve

Wed 22 1003.7 12.8 9.7 11.3 8.6 10.5 9.8 200 15 15.5 29 1.2 0.8 Cldy w ith rain, drz & fog ptchs for a time. Further rain late eve

Thu 23 1001.8 12.8 9.1 11.0 7.4 10.8 9.9 200 16 14.4 26 11.1 2.1 Cloudy w ith rain, occn hvy, drz & fog patches pm

Fri 24 1003.1 12.3 7.5 9.9 7.1 10.3 10.0 220 18 19.4 45 4.2 6.0 Fair w ith scattered show ers

Sat 25 1011.4 12.4 7.8 10.1 6.3 10.0 10.1 270 17 15.0 32 12.4 4.7 Fair, isol shw rs am. Cldy pm. Rain eve, occn hvy. Lghtng @ 0031z

Sun 26 1002.8 11.4 6.6 9.0 6.3 10.0 10.1 280 14 11.2 35 0.1 7.8 Shw rs am, clrng to fair late am. Bec cldy eve

Mon 27 1025.5 11.6 5.5 8.6 2.9 10.1 10.1 180 09 6.0 14 TR 9.2 Fine/fair bec cldy mid pm w ith a shw r late pm

Tue 28 1019.2 10.6 8.1 9.4 6.6 10.9 10.2 170 21 13.2 30 0.4 NIL Cldy w ith rain, drz, mist & fog late pm & eve

Wed 29 1011.9 13.0 10.2 11.6 10.0 10.8 10.3 180 12 11.5 28 1.1 0.1 Cldy w ith drz & hill fog am. Rain & drz early eve, shw rs late eve

Thu 30 1009.3 13.6 10.1 11.9 9.0 11.0 10.3 230 16 16.8 39 21.0 3.2 Cldy. Haze & isol shw rs am, bec fair. Cldy pm. Rain eve occ hvy

Fri 31 995.0 12.3 7.8 10.1 8.2 11.0 10.4 250 35 27.9 53 1.1 3.0 Cldy, rain occ hvy + frqnt gales to mid am clrng to occ shw rs pm

MEAN 1010.6 10.8 6.8 8.8 5.3 9.1 9.3 S 13.9 12.6 TOTAL 117.4 93.5

30 YEAR AVG

1991-2020 1017.2 10.2 5.8 8.0 3.1 8.1 8.4 SW 11.8 11.7  ///// 63.3 135.3

EXTREMES NUMBER RAIN WET SNOW/ HAIL THNDER LGHTNG AIR GROUND FOG FOG GALE NO

ARE IN   OF DAYS 0.2mm 1.0mm SLEET FROST FROST 9a.m. SUN

BOLD TYPE WITH 21 18 1 1 0 1 0 3 14 0 1 9 TOTALS FOR YEAR TO DATE

RECORDS FROM JANUARY 1947 RAINFALL 264.5 mm SUNSHINE 259.7 hrs

WETTEST DAY 30.0mm DRIEST MONTH 2.7mm LOWEST MIN  -2.2°C WARMEST MNTH 10.3°C SUNNIEST MNTH 214.8 RAIN DAYS 51 SUNLESS DAYS 21

DAY/YEAR 28th/1960 YEAR 1961 DAY/YEAR 10th/11th/1958 YEAR 1957 YEAR 2009 WET DAYS 38

WETTEST MNTH 179.6mm HIGHEST MAX 19.6°C LOWEST GRASS  -9.4°C COLDEST MNTH 4.4°C DULLEST MNTH 67.4hrs

YEAR 2001 DAY/YEAR 30th/2021 DAY/YEAR 3rd/1965 YEAR 1962 YEAR 1964

 


