
May 2022 

The month started off on a rather cloudy note, as the high pressure that had extended over the UK at the end 

of April was now moving away to the southwest, allowing a small area of low pressure to push into the 

northwest of the country. Fronts associated with this system moved southwards across the UK bringing much 

needed rainfall, arriving in the islands by early evening. Winds were light and variable during the day, allowing 

a welcome respite from the persistent northeasterly winds of April. This brief milder flow allowed 

temperatures to increase to 15°C before quickly falling away as the winds returned to the northeast. The light 

rain of the evening became persistent overnight into the 2nd, clearing by dawn as the associated fronts moved 

away to the southeast with cloud gradually clearing by early afternoon. Extensive medium cloud returned by 

the evening of the 2
nd

 and remained overnight, pushing in from the northwest but helping to keep the night 

time temperatures from dropping below 9.5°C.  

Visibility early on the 3rd was reduced by mist, turning to widespread haze across the islands until early 

afternoon before returning again in the evening. Weak fronts in association with another shallow area of low 

pressure to the northwest of the UK saw widespread showers affecting the country, but as the Azores high 

began to extend northeastwards the islands remained dry. Overnight into the 4
th

, skies were clear and winds 

were light, allowing the grass temperature to drop to just 2.3°C by dawn. 

As that high pressure continued to nudge northeast, our winds backed to a moister westerly airflow, allowing 

widespread fog to form just before sunrise on the 4th. This fog pushed back to the coasts for the remainder of 

the morning, briefly returning as patches of hill fog a little later before dissipating during the afternoon. The 

resulting visibility improved until the wind backed to a more southwesterly direction, with low stratus forming 

a cap of cloud over the southern end of the island later that evening. 

High pressure continued to build from the southwest into the 5th. The wind once again veered to the 

northwest, clearing the stratus from late on the 4th. Coastal fog drifting down the channel briefly clipped the 

island late morning, whilst Alderney had low cloud capping the airfield before clearing mid morning. Extensive 

high level cloud pushed in from the west during the afternoon, before clearing by evening. The 6th saw a 

continuation of the moist northwest airflow present since the 4th, keeping the low cloud that’s been a feature 

of the last couple of mornings, starting off with early morning mist which cleared swiftly through the first half 

of the morning. The low cloud stuck around through the afternoon before clearing away to reveal extensive 

high level cloud pushing in from the northwest as fronts edged south and east across the UK associated with a 

low pressure centered east off Iceland. Although rain fell across the UK, the fronts had weakened sufficiently 

by the time they’d reached the Channel that we enjoyed another dry day.  

The 7
th

 and 8
th

 were very similar as high pressure had established itself over the UK. Both days began with fog 

in the early morning, clearing to a fine and sunny day. Winds from the northwest on the 7th drew in slightly 

milder air than the northeast winds of the 8th, allowing temperatures to be a degree or so warmer. 

By the 9th, the high pressure that had extended over the UK was now starting to drift further northeast over 

Scandinavia, allowing fronts from the Atlantic to once again extend over the islands. Extensive high cloud 

arrived on the morning of the 9th, whilst the wind veered from the northeast to a warmer southeast flow, 

drawing warm, dry air in from the continent. As a result our temperature reached 20.7°C early that afternoon, 

the warmest day of the year so far and also joint warmest Liberation Day with 1987. Overnight into 10
th

, the 

high pressure slipped further away into Eastern Europe, allowing low pressure systems to once again approach 

the northwest of the UK. Winds veered to the southwest, introducing low cloud and misty conditions ahead of 

a front approaching from the west. Rainfall amounts were still disappointing though, with only a few spots of 

light rain arriving in the islands by mid morning. The low cloud cleared by early afternoon with extensive high 

cloud moving away to the east by evening as those fronts cleared through the islands. With the wind still from 

the south west the night into the 11
th

 was mild with temperatures only dipping to 10.9°C.   



Through the morning of the 11
th

, the next low pressure system began to deepen to the southwest of the UK, 

tracking over southern parts of the British Isles. Cloud increased through the morning with the moderate south 

to southwest winds increasing steadily fresh to strong by early afternoon. The rain arrived shortly after 1300 

GMT before clearing away by mid afternoon. Following the clearance winds veered west to northwest and 

eased down to a moderate breeze. By the 12
th

 high pressure was once again starting to build from the south. 

High level cloud cleared away to leave a fine afternoon in the islands continuing as the the winds backed more 

westerly and decreased to light by evening on the 13th. 

By the 14th, the high pressure that had extended over the UK was starting to drift eastwards over Denmark.  

Extensive high cloud pushed up from the south from late morning and by evening warm, unstable air from the 

south sparked off a rash of thunderstorms in the Channel stretching up to the UK south coast. Lightning could 

be seen through the late evening and into the 15th as these thunderstorms passed by the west coast. Medium 

level instability continued through the 15th, this time to the east in the early hours of the morning. An isolated 

heavy shower developed to the south of the island shortly before 0620 GMT and although just a trace of rain 

was recorded at the airport, there were reports of heavy rain in St Peter Port as that shower tracked north 

across eastern parts of the island. By 0650 GMT the showers had developed into a thunderstorm south of 

Alderney, with thunder, lightning and heavy rainfall observed shortly after 0700 GMT in the northern isle. 

 

A lively thunderstorm over Alderney around 0800hrs on the 15th. Radar image by kind permission from Jersey 

Met Office. 

This warm unstable airflow meant temperatures were well above average too, reaching 21.9°C late afternoon. 

Further isolated showers tracked off the east coast during the evening, whilst thunderstorms in the Channel 

passed by the west coast, with lightning observed by 1930 GMT. 

Low pressure out to the southwest was by now starting to have more influence on our weather as it edged 

northward, extending a series of weak fronts across the UK. A plume of warmer air pulled up from the south 

saw our air temperatures topping out at 23.8°C on the 17th, the highest temperature of the year so far. 

Generally fair conditions with the odd passing shower, early morning mist or fog patches and above average 

air temperatures continued for a couple of days as that low slowed to a halt to the west of Ireland. Pressure 

started to build across the southern half of the UK by the 19th, effectively replacing that warm air with a 

slightly cooler, fresher flow off the Atlantic.  



Having managed to dodge many of the heavier showers earlier in the month a line of showers now rolled over 

the islands from late evening and overnight in to the 23rd. Whilst only 6.2mm was recorded at the airport it 

was the wettest day for some 6 weeks and a welcome drop of rain for our parched gardens. The Azores High 

was by now pushing in from the southwest and with low pressure to the north of Scotland, a cooler, westerly 

flow covered much of the UK with a few scattered light rain showers locally overnight in to the 24
th

. A further 

low swept in form the west for the 25th with bands of rain sweeping eastward across the UK, but with a nose of 

high pressure still covering northern and central parts of France, those weather fronts rather fizzled out with 

only a few spots of rain or drizzle falling locally. A clearing cold front dropped south across the Channel by late 

morning on the 27th allowing the skies to clear and pressure to once again build in behind this clearance with a 

dry, bright but rather cool weekend. Plenty of sunshine was on offer for the 28
th

 & 29
th

 with light to moderate 

easterly winds that backed in to the north by late on the 29th, but overnight air temperatures fell to single 

figures both nights, with just 1.9°C measured on the grass by dawn on the 30
th

.  

An area of slack low pressure gradually replaced that high over the UK with a scattering of light rain showers 

across the islands around mid morning on the 31st as the winds settled in to the west to close out the last 

month of Spring. 

This month will probably be best remembered for its lack of rain with just over half an inch (12.7mm) recorded 

at the airport; nearly half of that falling overnight on the 22nd. With just over a quarter of the monthly average 

recorded then it was the driest May since 1998 and with just 650.0mm for the 12 month period ending 31st 

May, the 2nd lowest total for that period for 25 years. May was also sunnier than average continuing a trend of 

sunnier than average May months for the last 4 out of 5 years. With high pressure the dominant feature 

through most of the month we noted the 2nd highest mean sea level pressure (1020.3hPa) for 31 years, and 

with a mean monthly temperature of 13.4°C it was also the warmest May since 2008 and the 2nd warmest 

since 1989. 

Spring ended up warmer, drier and sunnier than average being the 2nd sunniest and 2nd driest since 1997. It 

was also the 3
rd

 equal warmest Spring (with 2011 & 2017) since our records began in 1843. 

 

 



May-2022

DAY DATE BAROMETER TEMPERATURE       deg C                WIND                  RAIN SUN

hPa AIR GRASS SOIL              DIR'N SPEED(knots) W E A T H E R

at 9a.m. MAX MIN MEAN MIN 30cm 100cm 9a.m. 9a.m. MEAN MAX mm hrs

Sun 1 1024.4 15.0 7.5 11.3 4.9 12.2 12.0 150 06 4.7 12 2.6 2.3 Cloudy occ rain from late afternoon

Mon 2 1021.3 12.9 8.6 10.8 8.2 12.7 12.0 040 04 5.3 14 NIL 5.3 Rain clrng early morning. Fine pm, cloudy by early eve

Tue 3 1021.8 16.6 9.5 13.1 9.2 12.8 12.0 360 05 5.3 13 NIL 6.7 Fine. Early mist became haze, clrng briefly pm. Occ dry air

Wed 4 1021.6 15.3 7.8 11.6 2.3 13.1 12.0 290 09 8.3 20 NIL 12.4 Early mist and coastal fog, clrd to f ine. Low  cloud by late eve

Thu 5 1026.1 14.7 8.9 11.8 4.4 13.3 12.2 340 08 7.2 14 NIL 13.4 Fair w ith coastal fog late am. Xtnsv high cloud for a time pm

Fri 6 1028.6 13.6 9.5 11.6 5.8 13.5 12.2 280 08 9.7 19 NIL 6.5 Fine, became fair, then cloudy

Sat 7 1026.9 15.9 10.8 13.4 9.8 13.8 12.4 350 12 7.8 18 NIL 11.7 Early mist and fog soon clearing to f ine

Sun 8 1027.7 14.9 9.5 12.2 6.8 13.8 12.6 060 10 7.6 19 NIL 9.5 Early morning mist/fog soon clearing to mainly fair or f ine

Mon 9 1023.9 20.7 9.4 15.1 6.8 14.1 12.7 150 09 8.3 15 NIL 10.6 Extensive high cloud

Tue 10 1019.1 16.6 10.9 13.8 11.1 14.7 12.9 230 11 10.7 22 TR 5.5 Cloudy. Mist early w ith light rain mid am. Fine evening

Wed 11 1012.8 16.5 10.9 13.7 7.7 14.4 13.0 200 13 12.1 34 0.8 5.9 Fair, bec cloudy w ith rain/drizzle mid afternoon, then bec f ine

Thu 12 1022.2 15.4 10.0 12.7 5.9 14.4 13.1 270 08 9.3 19 NIL 9.6 Bec cloudy by daw n. Fine pm

Fri 13 1024.3 16.6 10.1 13.4 6.4 14.0 13.1 270 10 9.0 19 NIL 14.1 Fair or f ine

Sat 14 1022.6 16.9 10.1 13.5 3.1 14.0 13.2 300 02 7.4 27 TR 10.3 Fine becoming cloudy by afternoon. Lightning to w est evening

Sun 15 1011.4 21.9 13.8 17.9 11.7 14.5 13.2 110 13 11.5 22 0.4 3.4 Cloudy w ith isol shw rs. Lightning early am and eve. Fog late eve

Mon 16 1015.8 17.8 12.5 15.2 10.9 14.8 13.3 170 11 8.8 22 0.3 6.4 Fog early then mainly fair w ith isolated show ers

Tue 17 1017.3 23.8 12.8 18.3 11.6 14.9 13.4 130 10 11.9 26 TR 9.1 Fair bec cloudy w ith occn shw rs, clrng later

Wed 18 1021.0 19.8 10.9 15.4 8.6 15.0 13.5 150 08 8.7 19 0.5 4.5 Fair w ith mainly high cld, distant shw rs eve w ith lightning 

Thu 19 1020.8 17.0 11.4 14.2 8.8 15.2 13.6 250 06 5.4 14 0.3 11.7 Early shw rs & fog clrng by daw n to f ine. Fair late pm bec cldy eve

Fri 20 1020.3 16.3 10.9 13.6 8.7 15.2 13.7 320 09 10.0 26 TR 8.7 Cloudy w ith occn rain am. Fine by pm w ith low  cloud eve

Sat 21 1024.0 17.2 10.8 14.0 9.8 15.2 13.9 210 06 5.6 14 NIL 10.6 Patchy fog and low  cloud early became fair

Sun 22 1014.4 18.8 9.3 14.1 4.4 15.8 13.9 050 06 5.0 13 6.2 5.9 Cloudy w ith sunny periods, show ers eve

Mon 23 1005.4 15.7 11.1 13.4 10.1 15.6 14.0 320 09 9.8 24 1.5 3.8 Cloudy w ith isol show er mid morning, then again mid evening

Tue 24 1009.0 15.9 10.2 13.1 7.8 15.2 14.1 270 10 10.4 19 TR 11.7 Early shw rs clrng to f ine bec cldy eve

Wed 25 1017.6 16.0 10.4 13.2 7.8 15.2 14.1 230 16 15.0 29 TR 0.7 Fine early am, soon bcmg cldy w ith occ rain and drz

Thu 26 1026.6 15.7 12.1 13.9 10.5 14.9 14.1 280 13 12.5 22 0.1 2.2 Mainly cloudy w ith occn rain & drz. Occn fair pm

Fri 27 1027.6 16.7 11.0 13.9 11.2 15.1 14.1 290 10 9.2 19 NIL 10.8 Cloudy w ith early fog & mist bec fair pm, f ine eve

Sat 28 1026.2 15.7 9.9 12.8 6.9 15.0 14.1 050 09 7.9 19 NIL 15.0 Fine

Sun 29 1020.4 15.7 8.1 11.9 3.4 15.0 14.1 080 09 6.8 18 NIL 13.0 Fine but fair/cldy late am & early pm

Mon 30 1014.6 16.0 8.8 12.4 1.9 14.9 14.2 170 08 5.3 14 TR 12.7 Fine w ith early shallow  fog. Cloudy am, fair pm

Tue 31 1014.3 16.1 8.4 12.3 2.2 15.2 14.2 300 08 7.9 18 NIL 13.4 Fine w ith isol show ers am

MEAN 1020.3 16.7 10.2 13.4 7.4 14.4 13.3 W 8.9 8.5 TOTAL 12.7 267.4

30 YEAR AVG

1991-2020 1016.9 15.1 9.4 12.3 7.2 13.4 12.2 NE 10.9 10.4  ///// 49.0 238.9

EXTREMES NUMBER RAIN WET SNOW/ HAIL THNDER LGHTNG AIR GROUND FOG FOG GALE NO

ARE IN   OF DAYS 0.2mm 1.0mm SLEET FROST FROST 9a.m. SUN

BOLD TYPE WITH 8 3 0 0 0 4 0 0 8 0 0 0 TOTALS FOR YEAR TO DATE

RECORDS FROM JANUARY 1947 RAINFALL 225.3 mm SUNSHINE 826.7 hrs

WETTEST DAY 40.4mm DRIEST MONTH 4.1mm LOWEST MIN 0.1°C WARMEST MNTH 13.9°C SUNNIEST MNTH 336.4hrs RAIN DAYS 63 SUNLESS DAYS 18

DAY/YEAR 24th/1950 YEAR 1989 DAY/YEAR 2nd/1979 YEAR 1989 YEAR 1989 WET DAYS 41

WETTEST MNTH 128.7mm HIGHEST MAX 25.9 LOWEST GRASS  -5.6°C COLDEST MNTH 9.9°C DULLEST MNTH 136.9hrs

YEAR 1994 DAY/YEAR 30th/2003 DAY/YEAR 5th/1979 YEAR 1984 YEAR 1981

 


