
October 2022 

Deep low pressure sitting over Iceland was beginning to fill and by the 2
nd

 a new area of low pressure was in 

charge. This time, the low pressure was closer to home, with the centre passing between Guernsey and 

Alderney. Rain became persistent overnight into the 2nd and by mid morning a total of 11.7mm had been 

recorded. The wind was briefly a strong south westerly before abruptly veering to the north east and easing as 

that low pressure began to sink away to the south of the islands. As the low pressure began to fill in over 

northern France, the remnants of that frontal system began to travel north to return over the islands once 

again. This time however the rainfall had been exhausted, with just extensive bands of low level Stratocumulus 

cloud remaining through the 3
rd

 and 4
th

. 

High pressure over central Europe kept Atlantic fronts away from the islands through the 4th and into the 5th, 

becoming very slow moving over parts of the UK. By the 5
th

 that protection was starting to move further south 

east and an area of low pressure started to develop just west of Ireland. This became the dominant pattern 

through the day, with the wind strengthening through the morning before fronts arrived by mid morning. The 

cloud cleared away through the afternoon, leaving a clear night overnight into the 6
th

. The 6
th

 and start of the 

7
th

 were marked with a light south westerly breeze and with temperatures in the high teens it felt quite 

pleasant in the October sunshine. That light south westerly breeze didn’t last long though, as through the day 

on the 7th it began to strengthen ahead of a cold front pushing eastward across the UK producing a quick 

soaking across the islands mid evening. 

Overnight in to the 8th following the cold front clearance, the wind veered to the northwest as pressure built 

from the south west. Clear skies, light winds and excellent visibility lead to a pleasant day in the islands but 

temperatures dropped away quickly just in to single figures by mid evening. This high pressure cell was 

reluctant to hang around though, drifting eastward towards the Low Countries by day’s end. Locally our winds 

veered in to the southeast overnight in to the 9th pulling in warmer Continental air allowing temperatures to 

pick up to 14°C by dawn. We were now caught between that retreating high to the east and slowly advancing 

Atlantic fronts out to the west in association with deep low pressure centred over Iceland. Thickening high 

cloud through the day made sunshine hazy that afternoon but it remained dry and clear. 

By dawn on the 10th those fronts, much weakened by now, transited southeast across the Bailiwick with only 

patchy light drizzle and a few mist patches affecting us. Another ridge built in following this clearance with 

clearing skies and excellent visibility through the afternoon. This very mobile setup continued as that recently 

arrived high slipped eastward over the Baltic as yet another Atlantic low steered a series of fronts across the 

British Isles. These fronts became slow moving as they neared our shores but eventually rain arrived locally 

late evening on the 12
th

, becoming persistent and occasionally heavy through the morning with drizzle, mist 

and hill fog patches. Conditions improved rapidly shortly after midday however as that weather front cleared 

to the southeast, although it did remain cloudy for the rest of the day.  



 

Complex low pressure was by now very much the dominant feature across the North Atlantic weather charts, 

with a series of fronts draping down across the UK and in to the Channel. Further patchy rain arrived overnight 

in to the 14th, turning more to drizzle for the afternoon with winds generally light to moderate from the west.  

Further depressions then rolled in from mid-Atlantic, affecting mainly the Channel, south coast of the UK and 

areas of northern France. A mix of fair periods and showers on the 15th, rain and drizzle through the afternoon 

of the 16th and overnight in to the 17th gave way to drier but still mostly cloudy conditions by the end of the 

weekend. A more dominant low that had become slow moving over Ireland started to draw up warmer air 

from the southeast in conjunction with a belt of high pressure stretching in from Central Europe. 

Temperatures across the islands increased through the high teens to peak at 20.1°C on the 19th, historically the 

highest temperature at the airport for this particular date. Although warm, sunshine was limited at times with 

occasional showers. As that low to the west deepened and edged northeastward, so our mild flow across the 

islands continued. The 20th was a pleasant day across the islands with just the odd rogue shower early and late 

but over 8 hours of sunshine, light southeasterly winds and temperatures in the mid to high teens. It was very 

much the calm before the storm however, as freshening southerly winds overnight in to the 21st heralded that 

low’s approach off the south coast of Ireland with blustery showers early morning and through the afternoon. 

The winds strengthened further too, with gusts over 50mph recorded up in Alderney. 

A complex pattern of low pressure was now stretching up from Biscay, across the UK and into Scandinavia but 

a temporary flat ridge across the islands for the 22nd did provide some respite before the next system arrived 

overnight in to the 23rd. The cold front in association with this new low was particularly active, with a 

thunderstorm over the islands during the early hours of the 23
rd

, together with some fairly lively showers. 

These showers continued on and off through the day before another storm rolled over us early afternoon. 

Fresh to strong southwest winds increased that evening to briefly blow a full gale with gusts up to 52mph 

along with further bands of heavy showers before that system eased away to the northeast by dawn on the 

24th. A brisk southwester settled in thereafter with a scattering of mostly light showers that morning with 

some brightness at times through the afternoon. Temperatures continued in the very mild category 

consistently reaching 16-18°C. High pressure down over Central Europe extended a ridge up in to the Channel 

for the 25th but with our winds still predominantly from the south it continued mild and mostly cloudy with a 

moderate to fresh breeze.  

The next deepening low was already sweeping in from the Atlantic by now, trailing a series of fronts across the 

UK together with strengthening southwest winds. We were just on the periphery in the Channel thereby 

missing out on the worst of it until the small hours of the 27th when a thundery trough rolled up from the 

south producing another flash and a bang a few hours before dawn. Initially clear, cloud soon filled in to leave 

a mostly cloudy but mild day with slightly reduced winds from the south. A clearing cold front overnight in to 

Early morning at the Bathing Pools on 

the 12th with Cumulus Humilis at about 

1400’over the Little Russel with 

retreating Altocumulus higher up around 

11000’. Cloud increased through the day 

with rain and drizzle arriving overnight.  
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the 28
th

 saw a few spots of rain but the rest of the day was dry with light to moderate southwest winds, and 

still mild with temperatures around the mid to high teens.  

Low pressure continued to dominate western and northern parts of Europe with the next frontal system 

arriving overnight, again clearing by dawn on the 29th. This feed of warm, moist air up over western France and 

the UK kept sunshine totals down but temperatures up for the next couple of days, and it remained largely dry 

until the 31
st

 when a rapidly deepening low out in Biscay swept up the Channel that afternoon. A trough of 

lively showers preceded a period of more persistent and heavier rain late afternoon which then cleared to 

further showers that evening. As that low cleared to the east so winds locally veered sharply from a fresh 

southeasterly to a strong to gale force southwesterly. A full gale was recorded later that evening with gusts up 

to 48 knots (55mph) recorded at the airport. Alderney managed a gust of 56 knots (64mph) around the same 

time, as the last day of the month went out with some rather lively weather. 

October was another warmer than average month being 1.8°C above the long term average, ending up the 

warmest for 16 years and the 5th warmest since our records began in 1843. Rainfall was 80% of average with 

nearly three quarters of that total falling overnight. Sunshine was marginally up, duller than last year but 

brighter than the two previous Octobers. It was quite a lively end to the month with a couple of days with 

thunderstorms and gales recorded. A maximum gust of 48 knots on the 31st was the highest noted locally since 

20th February. 



OCTOBER 2022

DAY DATE BAROMETER TEMPERATURE       deg C                WIND                  RAIN SUN

hPa AIR GRASS SOIL              DIR'N SPEED(knots) W E A T H E R

at 9a.m. MAX MIN MEAN MIN 30cm 100cm 9a.m. 9a.m. MEAN MAX mm hrs

Sat 1 1011.5 17.8 14.8 16.3 13.8 14.7 15.8 270 16 14.6 27 11.6 7.2 Cloudy, sunny periods am. Rain and drizzle late eve

Sun 2 1018.8 16.5 12.2 14.4 13.5 15.6 15.7 250 20 10.1 31 7.5 1.1 Cloudy. Rain,drz,mist and occ hill fog clearing pm. Fine by eve

Mon 3 1025.7 17.9 10.8 14.4 6.5 14.9 15.7 110 07 7.1 14 TR 3.2 Cloudy w ith occ light rain at times. Occ sunny spells

Tue 4 1019.5 16.9 14.6 15.8 13.8 15.6 15.7 210 12 10.5 22 TR 0.1 Cloudy. A little very light drizzle am

Wed 5 1013.2 17.1 13.8 15.5 15.4 15.8 15.8 200 18 17.0 33 2.3 0.4 Cloudy w ith rain and drizzle from late am. Fair by evening

Thu 6 1031.7 17.3 10.8 14.1 5.8 14.7 15.7 250 10 8.8 17 TR 9.7 Mainly f ine, becoming cloudier late evening

Fri 7 1024.5 16.9 13.1 15.0 10.4 14.9 15.7 240 11 12.3 26 0.1 6.9 Cloudy, fair periods pm w ith isol shw r

Sat 8 1025.9 16.0 9.3 12.7 6.2 14.6 15.6 330 05 5.4 16 NIL 7.8 Fine. Good vis pm

Sun 9 1017.9 16.3 9.5 12.9 4.3 14.1 15.6 150 15 10.8 23 0.1 8.8 Fine becoming cloudy pm

Mon 10 1016.5 16.4 11.4 13.9 12.2 14.9 15.5 350 11 7.9 23 NIL 4.4 Cloudy w ith mist am, clearing fair by mid pm

Tue 11 1027.1 16.2 9.3 12.8 4.5 14.6 15.4 130 07 5.3 12 NIL 9.5 Fair bec f ine pm

Wed 12 1021.7 16.2 9.3 12.8 4.8 13.8 15.3 210 12 10.6 22 11.8 5.6 Briefly fair/f ine am, cloudy w ith rain eve

Thu 13 1015.5 15.9 12.9 14.4 12.5 14.3 15.2 240 15 8.4 24 2.2 0.1 Cloudy. Rain, drz, mist, hill fog am, heavy at times

Fri 14 1010.9 15.5 12.3 13.9 10.7 14.6 15.2 150 10 6.0 16 0.2 NIL Cloudy w ith rain & drizzle at times 

Sat 15 1007.2 16.2 12.1 14.2 8.2 14.7 15.2 240 19 14.4 32 TR 5.7 Cldy occn fair. Drz early am & shw r late am

Sun 16 1011.8 17.0 13.2 15.1 10.3 14.7 15.2 180 06 12.4 27 7.7 NIL Cloudy w ith rain in the afternoon/evening

Mon 17 1017.7 17.8 13.5 15.7 13.5 14.7 15.1 240 10 7.9 20 NIL 4.4 Early rain, occn hvy clrng by daw n. Cldy occn fair @ midday

Tue 18 1025.2 18.7 14.4 16.6 11.4 15.1 15.1 110 14 12.7 26 TR(DEW) 4.2 Early mist & fog clrng to fair but high cloud persisting

Wed 19 1014.2 20.1 15.7 17.9 14.3 15.5 15.2 090 15 12.4 27 5.4 4.2 Xtnsv high cloud occn fair

Thu 20 1008.2 17.0 12.1 14.6 11.4 15.5 15.3 210 06 8.0 20 1.9 8.1 Cldy w ith shw rs am & late eve. Fine pm

Fri 21 1000.5 17.7 14.9 16.3 12.1 15.8 15.3 180 17 18.0 39 0.6 2.3 Cloudy w ith show ers

Sat 22 1010.6 17.4 14.2 15.8 12.0 15.3 15.4 180 13 11.9 23 6.8 1.5 Bec cldy by daw n occn fair. Shw rs mid pm & late eve

Sun 23 1000.7 17.7 12.5 15.1 12.4 15.4 15.4 160 12 14.8 45 8.5 3.3 Cldy w ith shw rs. T/storm 0335-0426z & 1246-1310z. Gale 2047z

Mon 24 1005.5 16.1 14.3 15.2 11.8 15.0 15.4 220 07 16.4 32 0.5 2.9 Cloudy occn fair. Isol shw rs am

Tue 25 1012.7 17.0 13.9 15.5 11.7 14.7 15.3 180 13 12.8 24 0.1 2.7 Fair am, cloudy pm w ith some patchy light rain

Wed 26 1011.0 18.4 15.4 16.9 13.6 15.1 15.3 210 15 11.6 28 3.5 6.4 Cloudy occn fair. Light show ers early am

Thu 27 1013.1 18.4 15.0 16.7 13.0 15.3 15.3 190 14 10.5 23 0.2 3.7 T/storm 0310-0405z. Briefly f ine @ daw n then cldy. Isol shw r pm

Fri 28 1016.2 17.5 13.3 15.4 14.0 15.4 15.3 250 17 11.0 27 2.3 5.7 Cloudy w ith fair periods pm. Light rain early am and evening

Sat 29 1011.8 18.2 14.9 16.6 11.2 15.3 15.3 160 13 11.5 24 TR 0.4 Mostly cloudy w ith rain early am and mid pm

Sun 30 1014.7 17.0 14.4 15.7 12.9 15.3 15.3 190 16 12.3 25 NIL 5.2 Cloudy bec fair or f ine

Mon 31 1012.6 15.6 12.7 14.2 11.4 15.3 15.3 140 15 16.1 48 5.3 0.6 Cldy w ith rain & shw rs pm, occn hvy. Gales 2223-2237z, 2300-2307z

MEAN 1015.3 17.1 12.9 15.0 11.0 15.0 15.4 SW 12.6 11.3 TOTAL 78.6 126.1

30 YEAR AVG

1991-2020 1015.0 15.3 11.1 13.2 8.4 13.7 14.7 SW 11.9 11.7  ///// 97.9 120.1

EXTREMES NUMBER RAIN WET SNOW/ HAIL THNDER LGHTNG AIR GROUND FOG FOG GALE NO

ARE IN   OF DAYS 0.2mm 1.0mm SLEET FROST FROST 9a.m. SUN

BOLD TYPE WITH 17 13 0 0 2 2 0 0 3 0 2 2 TOTALS FOR YEAR TO DATE

RECORDS FROM JANUARY 1947 RAINFALL 446.3 mm SUNSHINE 1969.5 hrs

WETTEST DAY 59.1mm DRIEST MONTH 3.4mm LOWEST MIN 3.5°C WARMEST MNTH 15.2 SUNNIEST MNTH 176.4hrs RAIN DAYS 122 SUNLESS DAYS 21

DAY/YEAR 12th/2014 YEAR 1978 DAY/YEAR 28th/2003 YEAR 2001/06 YEAR 1971 WET DAYS 82

WETTEST MNTH 233.9mm HIGHEST MAX 23.6°C LOWEST GRASS  -4.0°C COLDEST MNTH 9.6°C DULLEST MNTH 72.6hrs

YEAR 1960 DAY/YEAR 1st/2011 DAY/YEAR 30th/1983 YEAR 1974 YEAR 1968

 


